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By Mark VanDooren 

On April 9, a report was presented at a 
staff meeting outlining the progress that has 
been made on the Redeemer College wired 
campus project since January 1998. It pre- 
cedes a promised final report of the Teach- 
ing and Learning Technology Project Steer- 
ing Group due in September. 

During this semester, a day of seminars 
featuring outside speakers has been held and 
another planned, a faculty grant program has 
been established, a comprehensive student 
survey has been initiated, and College com- 
mittees have undertaken the study of the 
long-term implications of the wired cam- 
pus. 

It has become evident that a fully wired 
campus cannot be implemented by Septem- 
ber 1999. This step is to be delayed by at 
least another year. Seminars and the fac- 
ulty grant program are recommended for 
continuation past the 1998/99 school year. 
Observations have also been made concern- 
ing the possible enrolment implications of 
the wired campus. 

The progress report consists of three 
recommendations. First, that full implemen- 
tation of information technology at Re- 
deemer College be delayed at least until 
September 2000, and possibly to Septem- 
ber 2001, depending on the further results 
of study. Second, that the program of in- 
structional technology seminars and visits 
to other wired campuses be continued dur- 
ing the 1998/99 academic year. Third, that 
$20,000 be set aside for the Faculty Tech- 
nology Development Grant program until 
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Stranger in the Land begins touring on Monday, April 27. 


Break a leg, everyone! 


the 1999/2000 fiscal year and possibly be- 
yond. 

The Steering Group wants it to be clear 
that the application of the term “wired cam- 
pus” does not necessarily mean a campus 
where all students are required to have 
laptop computers, although that is one of the 
possible outcomes being weighed. The feel- 
ing of ill will towards the recommendation 


time 
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of laptops has caused the Steering Group to 
adopt a new key word. Information tech- 
nology, or IT, has replaced the term wired 
campus, which has become somewhat more 
of an expletive as of late. And so, the Steer- 
ing Group is designing a campus which 
makes optimum use of information tech- 
nology for the benefit of students, faculty, 
and staff, in whatever form may prove to 
be most appropriate. 

Faculty and staff seminars are well on 
their way to being implemented. Already 
there has been a workshop, on February 23, 
where three McMaster professors active in 
technology planning and implementation 
held a seminar, On April 13 representatives 
from Houghton College came to Redeemer 
to host another such workshop. Houghton 
College went to a full laptop model for all 
first-year students last September. All of 
the planned seminars focused on the use of 
technology in the classroom, but also spent 
some time on discussing implications for 
promotion and tenure, and for student life 
on campus. ; 

The faculty grant program is well un- 
der way. Detailed guidelines have been 
made by the Faculty Development Commit- 
tee. The response by faculty has been en- 
couraging, with six grant applications al- 
ready received, involving ten faculty mem- 
bers and totaling about $20,000. The grant 
program will be continued for some years, 
since it is obvious that about 66% of the fac- 
ulty will be unable to take advantage of the 
grant this year. [t must also be stressed that 
something must be done concerning those 
faculty who would have a difficult time 
implementing this information technology 
into their courses. Work must still be done 
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This is the last issue of 
the Redeemer College 
CROWN for the aca- 
demic year. Mike and 
Mark and the rest of 
the CROWN staff 
would like to wish 
everyone God's 
blessings during the 
summer holidays. 


Thank you for your 
patronage. 


to consider their position. 

Interest in finding new ways to apply 
technology in the classroom has mounted 
rapidly since the wired campus discussion 
was initiated last summer. Classroom use 
of the computerized projection unit pur- 
chased this year has quickly reached capac- 
ity. The new desktops in the computer lab 
have also seen a lot of use. However, con- 
cerns have been received by the committee 
about troubles in maintaining the machines. 
At present, five of the twenty computersin 
the lab are not usable, and have been like 
this for over a month. Confidence must first 
be put into the ability to maintain the present 
technology at Redeemer College before stu- 
dents will trust the introduction of some- 
thing new and shiny. Student concerns have 
been documented by the Student Life De- 
partment in a survey, including over 250 
responses. A summary of this survey and a 
note from John Krueger appears elsewhere 
in this issue of the CROWN. 

Final decisions will be greatly affected 
by the interests of prospective students. A 
survey conducted for last fall’s report indi- 
cated that many prospective students are 
interested in the wired campus idea and 
would be prepared to pay extra to attend a 
wired institution. It must be made clear that 
cost was clearly a major consideration for 
students, both prospective and returning. 

The Teaching and Learning Technol- 
ogy Project Steering Group will continue 
to research the implementation of informa- 
tion technology at Redeemer College. This 
summer, the wiring of the dorms, the Rec 
Centre, and the school building will take 
place. The changes for the future have yet 
to be finalized.@ 
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It is finished! * 
Sorry, but I’ve always |} 
wanted to say that. The 
context, of course, is that 
the school year is over. Af- 7 
teracouple moreexamsand — 
two weeks of touring 
Stranger in the Land | am 

ready for summer holidays. Unfortunately, 
my financial position is in more dire straits 
than my entertainment position. I got my- 
self a job. Now, what sort of job would a 
student with a Biology major and an English 
minor apply for? Forklift operator. 

For the next four months, I will be mak- 
ing four-storey stacks of cookie boxes at 
Voortman Cookies. I’ve done warehouse 
work before, and I enjoy it very much. And 
all the cookies you can eat is a nice fringe 
benefit. But what of my education? What is 
the point of studying for four years, when it 
seems the jobs want people with a class G 
license? 

This has gone through my head every 
summer for the last few yéars. I am not the 
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only one to have such doubts, I am sure. We 
do joe jobs to afford our education, which 
will hopefully get us a better job in the fu- 
ture. But why do we not just follow our other 
friends, who work for four years and climb 
the ladder to that better job? They have 
money while we destroy the couch looking 
for enough change for a pop, They don’t 
stay up until midnight doing assignments. 
They don’t have to deal with the Stress we 
place upon ourselves. 

But this is not the point of university 
education. If you are here just to. get a job, 
please leave and give your place to someone 
more worthy. The things we learn and the 
abilities we realize are of so much more value 
than a few dollars. This is why all 447 of us 


that how we learn is as important as what we 
learn. Is this true? Search yourself, and imag- 


ine what you would have been like had you | 


studied for X number of years at a secular 
institution. Would you think the way you 
do? Talk the way you do? Pray the way you 
do? If yes, congratulations. If not, praise 
God that you have been led to Redeemer 
College. 

This year has seen some changes, most 
evident in the technological future of the 
school. No matter our opinion, we must do 
what will make this university a better place 
to learn as a Christian student. All of the 
changes we apply to this school and to our 
own lives must have this as a goal: further- 
ing our relationship with God. It makes the 
answers so much easier, doesn’t it? 


I thank you for picking up this student © 


newspaper and reading it. I thank you for 

being miy friend or my acquaintance this year. 

Hope to see you all again next September. 
God bless.@ 


Exam Special | 


Welcome to the 
exam rollercoaster, 
where we rise and fall 
with each oncoming exam 
and throw up when it’s fi- 
nally over. I think I might 
be sick. 

This is what happens to 
me when exam pressures build, and I 
wouldn’t be surprised if it happens to you 
too. After studying like crazy and writing 
your first exam, you breathe a quick sigh of 
relief, study for the next one, write it, but with 
not as much energy, plunge into the next one, 
freak a little, keep going, percolate with caf- 
feine, until you crash or at least reach the end 
of the track... 

Suddenly, school isn’t so much fun any 
more. This is what happens when we are in 
exam mode. Some of you might be feeling 
stress and frustration right now, or maybe 
you re experiencing a degree of achievement; 


Co-Editor 


some will be writing the last exams of their 
life, others might be writing the first of their 
college career. But the fact that final exams 
represent a time of academic growth and 
spiritual testing remains true for all of us. 

This testing can become a struggle when 
we begin to rely more on our marks and per- 
sonal goals than the Lord. We can experi- 
ence doubt when we begin to value our self 
worth on how we did on.that last exam rather 
than how we see ourselves in Christ. Aca- 
demics are important, but we really can't 
experience true victory without a proper per- 
spective. 


Without a proper perspective, we begin 
to lose direction in our walk of faith. We 


begin to ask troubling questions. “How come 


I’m not experiencing the success I prayed 
for? Why can’t I focus on what I’m sup- 
posed to be doing? Why won’t God help me 
remember that term that’s just on the tip of 
my tongue? I thought God was on my side 
in this.” 

I’ve had these thoughts as I’ve written 
exams through the last four years at Re- 
deemer, and every time they fill my head, I 
have to stop and think and figure out what is 
really important in my life. 

I hope you guys finish the year without 
too many problems. I especially hope that 
you can leave this place with tHat positive 
feeling that you’ve accomplished something. 
But most of all, | hope you know God. 

It’s ashort ending, but that where its at.@ 


Athletic Banquet 


The twelfth annual athletic banquet 
gave students an opportunity to recognize 
Redeemer’s top competitors, Thursday, 
April 16, in an inspiring awards ceremony 
that included a motivating address by guest 
speaker Paul Huggins and a number of en- 
couraging remarks for next year’s sport pro- 
gram 

Following award presentations for soc- 
cer, club volleyball and club basketball, 
Huggins took the podium and urged 


Redeemer’s athletes to take Christ seriously 
in all aspects of competition. “There is vic- 
tory beyond competition,” stressed Huggins 
“It comes when we begin to perform as a 


saint. instead of a slave.” The former foot- 


ball player, who is currently with Athletes 


in Action in Guelph, advised students that 
true competition only occurs when individu- 
als base their identity in Christ, instead of 
athletic ability. 

“When you honour the Lord with all 
that you are, than everything begins to come 
together, mentally, physically, and spiritu- 
ally.” 

The awards ceremony continued after 
Huggin’s address, with presentations for 
varsity basketball, volleyball and hockey. 
Redeemer’s coaching staff commended stu- 
dents on their dedication and achievement 
as skill levels continue to improve. As pro- 
fessor and athletic director Al Brown noted 
in his closing remarks, “Representatives 
from other colleges in the OCAA continue 
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to say to me, ‘Man, it’s powerful what you 
guys can do with 450 students.”” 

Professor Brown also made a number 
of announcements for next year’s sports 
program: 

-The Ladies varsity basketball team will 
once again join the OCAA (Professor 
Brown noted that this move was met with 
thunderous applause at a recent OCAA 
meeting). 

-A new golf team will be established, 

-New uniforms for the men’s varsity 
basketball team. 

-A significantly expanded weight- 
room @ 
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By Jason Zuidema 

God has blessed us with another year 
of school. This year has contained many 
ups and downs in all of our lives. In my 
last article [ tried to recall some of the great 
things that happened throughout the school 
year. Since that article was written many 
other events have occurred. We had just 
completed our mid-terms and were looking 
forward to paper season. It is now almost 
the end of the academic year. 

At closing convocation Dr. Rooks ad- 
dressed the student body, faculty, and staff. 
In his challenging and dynamic speech he 
asked the question, which was posed to him 
earlier in his life, namely, What have you 
learned? Since that speech I have thought 
at great length about that question. I re- 
stricted it a little though. What have I 
learned this school year? 

As most of you know I have served as 
President of Student Senate this academic 
year. It has been a tremendous learning ex- 
perience for me. I have been involved on 
many different committees and in many 
meetings over the last eight months. Above 
all this has taught me responsibility. I could 
no longer just look out for myself, but I was 

roaden my conception of Redeemer to in- 
fe the views of 475 other students. 
ometimes this learning process was very 
easy. Other times it was not. Senate work 
was not the most welcome thing when tests 
and papers were mounting from the aca- 


By D. E. Van Minnen 

To whomever asks “Why?” of things: 

Last night my friend Steve’s room- 
mate wasn’t home so I had a sleepover with 
Steve. He had left early to work and | 
awoke finding myself alone with the sun 
coming in the window. | heard this little 
noise on Steve’s side of the room. I thought 
it might be mice in the walls but after hear- 
ing it on and off for a while J had to get out 
of bed. There on Steve’s window sill, little 
more than arms length and a pane of glass 


- Opinion 


Closing Remarks 


Student Senate President looks back on a year of learning 


demic side. 

Along with learning responsibility there 
was another thing I learned from working 
on Senate. This was not something that I 
had anticipated to learn, I knew that the 
work on Senate was tough, but I never 
thought about the fact that that work would 
be done with other people. Now that may 
sound crazy but I mean that in a special 
sence. I knew that I would be physically 


| could no longer just look oyt 
for myself, but | had to broaden my 


conception of Redeemer to include the 
views of 475 other students. 


working with other people, but I did not fac- 
tor in that I would be emotionally working 
with other people. I have had many great 
conversations with people over the past 
year. Many of the members of Senate and 
people who would always stop by the Sen- 
ate office to chat on my office hour have 
become some of my good friends. From 
this I have learned something very great. 
That is the value of friendship. Friends are 
not disposable, Also friends don’t just hap- 
pen. A friendship takes a lot of work. Even 


in the times when the friend isn’t so friend- 
like. 

There is something else that I have 
learned. This was shown in the past week. 
My grandfather and two of my aunts were 
involved in a devastating car accident. Both 
of my aunts left the accident with some bro- 
ken ribs, cuts, bruises, and wiplash. These 
can be healed with minor surjory and time. 
My grandfather, on the other hand, could 
meet his 
mighty 
creator 
and Lord 
at any 
moment. 
He is still 
a aw a 
scious, 
but many 
of his nor- 
ae: ae 
bodily functions have been taken over by 
tubes and machines. When I visited him in 
his room in the intesive care room at the 
hospital I learned something which I will 
never forget. This is the fact that all of our 
lives are held in God’s mighty hand and can 
be taken at any time. 

This year I have learned responsibil- 
ity, the value of friendship, and the fragility 
of life. | have not told you these just to tell 
you what I have learned, but I write these 
so that you too can learn them. God had 
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If You Ask Why 


desk to explain this most puzzling 
behaviour. As I searched, the bird flew 
away again and I layed back down. “Two 
more taps,” I thought, “and I'll get up, see 
what’s going on and then that’s it, I give 
up.” Sure enough the cardinal perched 
once again to chirp and to tap the glass, 
occassionally fluttering it’s wings. | 
couldn’t figure it out. Was it a message 
from God? Where was the signifigance? 
I came up with analogies and symbolic 
meanings, and they all frustrated me, avail- 


away, ing me 
was a Car- not of 
dinal. It Me Oe i 
my Py | couldn't figure it out. riddle’s 
and too answer. 
flight, but Was it a message from I left to 
only to God? Where was the take my 
circle and significance? shower, 
land right «law not even 
back on realizing 
the win- that 


dow sill and continue tapping it’s beak on 
the glass. | couldn’t figure it out. The car- 
dinal knew that | was there and was edgy 
about it, but itinsisted on chirping, staring 
and tapping on the glass. I started looking 
around the room for something, anything, 
a reason why it wanted to get inside. The 
cardinal flew into the nearby tree and | 
layed back down in bed. The sound re- 
turned a few moments later and | hopped 
back out of bed to see the cardinal tapping 
the glass and chirping softly yet repeatedly. 
| found myself looking around for an egg, 
a twig, something in the room or on the 


there was no analogy. There was no sym- 
bolic meaning. In my quest to find out why 
the cardinal wanted to get in, | had com- 
pletely overlooked the fact that this was 
one of God’s special creatures. It was the 
closest | had ever been to such a bird. It 
was a tiny, living, breathing, bright red car- 
dinal. A little red gift to anyone who cares 
to open there eyes and see it that way. | 
found out later that it had been trying to 
come in the window for the last couple of 
weeks, always doing the same thing. And 
you know what, I didn’t care why anymore. 
It was a pretty red cardinal,@ 
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graciously let me learn the importance of 
life while I am still young. I hope that you 
too can learn that it is a gift from God 
Above all remember that all of life, its re- 
sponsibilities, valued friendships, and fra- 
gility, is done before the face of God. 

My grandfather’s favorite song was 
Rock of Ages. The first few lines of that 
song say, “ Rock of Ages cleft for me. Let 
me hide myself in thee.” With all my soul I 
wish every person in this school could say 
that from their heart. May we be like Job 
who said: 


“I know that my 
Redeemer lives, and that 
in the end he will stand 

upon the earth. 

And after my skin has 
been destroyed, yet in 
my flesh | will see God; 
| myself will see him 
with my own eyes - 
I, and not another. 
How my heart yearns 
within me! 


(Job 19:25 - 27) 


Staalduinen Floral Limited 
A Cut Above... 


600 Arvin Avenue, Stoney Creek, Ontario L8E 5P1 
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Thursday, April 23 
By Nickeisha Hudson 


We have arrived at the end of another 
semester. | must say it has been a trip for 
me....you guys really know how to “rock”. 
I will miss those of you whom I just got to 
know and are graduating...as for da rest of 
yas, see ya next year baby. 

Well as most of you may have 
noticed. ..I didn’t write an article in the last 
column...not because I don’t love ya’ll..the 
topic | was actually going to write on was 
appreciation of each other and not taking 
one another for granted. Well, I just got a 
serious dose of what you may call writers 
block and couldn't finish it for some 
reason..1 guess it wasn’t the right timing. 
Plus, I was really busy, but I’m back on track 
baby and here to stay. 

I just want to let everyone know that 
you are all very special individuals and I 
LOVES YOUS ALL. Boy, I have so much 
love in me to give, WOW it feels good. You 
guys should try that some time... just go up 
to everyone you see in school and say a big 
“| LOVE YOU MAN”, throw your arms 
around them give them a big hug and show 
them how much you appreciate them. You 
may walk away with a black eyes or receive 
strange looks, but hey that’s the price you 
pay for having so much LOVE. 

I hope you guys have an awesome sum- 
mer... | will be praying that everyone gets a 
job so that they can pay off their big Re- 
deemer bill, phone bill, Government loan 
or just party and buy Nickeisha lots of stuff. 
(Jokes) 

One thing I want you all to take with 
you as you depart for the break, is to set 
some goals for yourself while you are away. 
I know most of you have long term goals... 
but set some short term ones as well. What 
do I mean by that? Well for me, I plan to 
practice my piano playing, basketball, sing- 
ing and sewing...maybe even sew some 
clothes for my baby one and only three year 
old sister. Poor child, she doesn’t know what 
she’s in for... plus I plan to go horse-back 
riding, which I love to do every summer. | 
would like to visit my family in Florida and 
maybe even go to DisneyLand, which I’ve 
always wanted to do. However, there are 
some other goals that I’m praying the Lord 
would put in place as the summer months 
go by... and that is to draw me closer to him 
and to his ever holy presence... and to be 
used by him in the areas of prayer, worship, 
and ministry, for the discipline of his glory 
and his honor as a true disciple. Meaning 
really studying his word and becoming more 
affluent in using my sword: the Word of 
God. As | always say, “a soldier can’t just 
have a sword and not know how to use it... 
he has to be the sword and become a part 
of it like a second nature.” The speaker at 
the Athletic Banquet (which was really 
good, for those of you who didn’t make 
it...you missed out) spoke about being your 
best for Christ and portraying him not only 
when you’re on the court, field or ice but 
off as well. It’s having that Christ-like- 
mindness at all times and doing as he would 
do. Sometimes when you feel frustrated or 
in a rut just take a second and ask yourself, 
“what would Christ do in my situation?” 
Then focus on his word and what he tells 
you to do, and with guidance from the holy 
spirit obey his word and put it into action, 
Over the Easter holiday I went to visit my 
other church and on the Sunday morning 


the message being taught was “Come and 
see... go and tell... come and be with me”. 
Those were the words that Jesus used to 
show forth his purpose on earth... his secret 
ambition. Every time I hear Michael. W. 
Smith's song, Secret Ambition, tears just 
spring to my eyes, for it reminds of what 
Christ did for me on the cross and off the 
cross. I know that those of you who saw 


the drama team for the Mississippi mission 
trip display that at Church in the Box was 


blessed. I will never forget the tears of com- 
passion in the young man’s face who played 
Jesus. | forgot his name, but most of you 
would remember who I’mtalking about, 
right? 

Anyways, going back to what I learnt 
on Easter Sunday (mind you that’s mostly 
what I did all holiday except spend time with 
da family...1 went to church the Friday 
morning, Sabbath and then again on 
Sunday. boy that can get pretty tiring) yea 
so pastor was telling us of how God works 
with us as we progress through different 
stages, even before we becamse Christians. 
The “Come and see” is him showing us, giv- 
ing us a chance to just observe and to soak 
in all these new things. When we have done 
that he tells us “go and tell”, just like the 
woman at the well. Jesus showed her and 
spoke to her of himself and salvation, then 
he told her to go and tell the others. An- 
other example is on the day of Resurrection 
when the mighty angel showed the women 
where Jesus laid in the tomb and then told 
them to go and tell the others “he is not there, 
he is risen, come and see the place where 
the Saviour laid.” You see God also knows 
that, as women, we need to see things for 
ourselves in order that be convinced that it’s 
really true. A man wouldn’t even bother to 
go and see the tomb, he’d just be gone in a 
flash to tell the others... but you see women 
(and this is not a bad thing, it’s just the way 
God made us) have to be able to see for 


Being human is hard, let me tell ya, | 


‘for we are not PETERS 


themselves, once they have done that then 
they can convince anybody else, for they 
have the evidence of what they are telling 
to others. The last one was, “Come and be 
with me.” The example he used here to tie 
it all in was Jesus’s disciples. He showed 
them what they were getting into... for they 
spent months just observing Jesus as he 
turned water into wine, as he drove mer- 
chants out of the temple, and he healed the 


Home for the Holidays 
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sick. Then he went away for awhile leaving 


them to think on the offer of following him 
completely (almost like what a person 
should do before you sign a contract) then 
he came walking on the water out to them. 
He asked them to come and be with him, 
which they did . You see the importance of 
this message is that as you go out this sum- 
mer, you WILL have many opportunities 


» to minister unto others and draw them to 


b 


Christ. Bear in mind that you need to give 
them 
time. 
2 i) i 
must first 
be able to 
just ob- 
serve, get 
use to the 
idea of 
giving 
their heart 
to God. 
Some may feel convicted to do it right away, 
others may be battling with a lot of things 
and would need some time. Sometimes we 
do not know what that person has been ex- 
posed to, or what they are going through. 
Jesus simply wants us to be patient with 
them, don’t force them for it’s not up to us 
to save them, it is‘him, Just allow him to 
use you and then be wise to let him do the 
rest. If you are really anxious and don’t 


fo th a 


know what to do, just pray..intercede on 
their behalf, lift them up to the heavenly fa- 
ther. As a t-shirt slogan says, “Much Prayer, 
Much Power, Little Prayer, Little Power, No 
Prayer, No Power”. Prayer is a powerful 
thing that God has blessed us with. Give 
thanks that you can pray openly and freely. 
Many Christians around the world don’t 
have that kind of privilege. So keep in the 
word, pray, and be patient in witnessing to 
others. Just allow God to use you, don’t be 
afraid for you are a part of a Royal Family 
from a higher place and a higher calling. 
You are 
Royal 
priest- 
hood, 
Princes 
and Prin- 
COBSESR. 
Dress, act, 
talk, and 
walk like 
you know 
you are a 
child of the King. Not a king but da King, 
honey. He’s the only one you should be 
afraid of... everyone else and anything else 
you should not be afraid of. Why? “God 
has not given us the spirit of Fear, but the 
spirit of power, love and a strong mind” and 
another one says “For we wrestle not against 
flesh and blood, but principalities and pow- 
ers, rulers of darkness” “for the weapons of 
our warfare, they are not carnal but mighty 


abllt bh Al Aa i tia 


. fe ! Die. os 
through God” (King James Version). So go 


out there and do your stuff... soldiers, you — 


have now finished part of your training and 
for some you have graduated so go out there 
and represent God. It like being dispatched 
into battle from the training grounds in the 
army. This building we study in is not just a 
university, educational institute, nor just a 
place of higher learning. God has shown me 
that this is a training ground for his soldiers 
in battle especially in these last days. He is 
going to be sending a lot more students from 
all over the place and he is going to bless 
this institution. God love those who are obe- 
dient to him, those he honours and calls 
blessed. So prepare yourselves, pray up, 
read up especially on Revelation and the last 
days. Ask God for direction in you life and 
when he is leading you. Most importantly, 
be not afraid. He said “fear not for | am with 
you always”. He didn’t mean sometimes, 
or just for a little while, but always. I per- 
sonally am not afraid to die for the glory of 
God. I am ready to lay down my life for 
him. I am not afraid of death nor leaving 
this body behind. For I know that God has a 
purpose for my life, and if it is my time to 
go, | want him to say on that great day “well 
done my good and faithful servant”. There- 
fore as long as I continue to uphold the will 
of God I am safe in his arms and no devil in 
hell can take my soul. =; 

I love you guys always with the love 

of God. 

m forgive 
me of any 
wrong | 
may have 
done to 
you or 
that you 
feel I may 
have done 
to you. Being human is hard, let me tell ya, 
for we are not perfect. I am still learning, 
so please bear with me...soldier still in train- 
ing here. If 1 don’t smile at you... or say hi, 
it doesn’t mean I don’t love you, or that I’m 
not interceding and praying for you. You 
guys are so special... | urge you to show how 
much you appreciate each other for you 
never know if you'll see each other again 
on this earth now, I know it’s the end of the 
year and all... but show someone you care 
and love them with the mighty love of God. 
You are all my brothers and sisters in Christ. 
My heart bleeds for you and tears are even 
coming to my eyes right now as I think about 
you guys and pray that God would protect 
you from every form of sin. See, coming 
the background that I do, we don’t express 
our love too much in my culture by hug- 
ging and kissing and all that mushy stuff, 
so if you do see me doing that it means that 
I’m learning to overcome that part of my 
culture. I’m still learning how to express my 
love, sometimes it may not seem so but trust 
me, | do LOVE YAS. So please pray for 


me as | continue to be obedient to God. Of. 


course you all will be in my prayers as well. 

God Bless,..Have a save and wonder- 
ful holiday...look forward to seeing ya next 
semester. 

Peace Out. 

The one and only Nickeisha. Your sis- 
ter warrior in Christ. 

P.S. All the best on your EXAMS, 
study hardy!!!!@ 
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By Mike Zwiep 

According to results of a recent ques- 
tionnaire sponsored by Student Life and 
Student Senate, a significant number of stu- 
dents are concerned, if not sceptical about 
the implementation of phase two of the 
wired campus. 

“Regardless of how other universities 
are embracing technology, the wired cam- 
pus does not seem to hold such attraction 
for roughly 70% of our respondents,” con- 
cludes a Student Life report on the ques- 
tionnaire. 254 students responded to the 
survey, which addressed everything from 
financial considerations to moral concerns. 

But while the administration acknowl- 
edged the questionnaire’s results, members 
of the front office expressed concern about 
how informed students. were when they 
filled the survey out. 

“There seems to be an assumption that 
a wired campus means laptops for every stu- 
dent and that is not necessarily the case,” 
stressed Vice President of Advancement, 
Bill van Staalduinen. “We want students to 
know that the wired campus has more to do 
with preparing for a technologically ad- 
vanced future. It’s about using technology 
in a way that consistently fits with our mis- 
sion statement.” 

Student life characterized response to 
the survey as “intense” and “passionate,” 
as many students resorted to the back of the 
questionnaire to make additional comments. 

“It appears from this survey that the 
majority of our students, while not being 
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anti-technology, believe that the cost of 
phase two of the wired campus poses a threat 
to their education either financially, socially, 
or through a shift of pedagogy.” 

The Student Life report also remarks 
that, “the crucial selling points of Redeemer 
are located a fair distance from a high tech 
campus.” 

The latest interim report from the 
Teaching and Technology Task Force, how- 
ever, seems to lay some of the more serious 
concerns surrounding the questionnaire to 
rest, since it recommends that stage two of 
the wired campus “be delayed at least until 
September 2000, and possibly to Septem- 
ber 2001,” depending on further consider- 
ations. The TTTF report concedes that a 
September 1999 date for full implementa- 
tion of the wired campus is simply unreal- 
istic at this time. 

Meanwhile, the report from Student 
Life proposes a student referendum on phase 
two of the wired campus for next fall. 

“Students would be given a clear ex- 
planation of what the costs would be for 
them if Redeemer should become a ‘laptop 
university’ and have opportunity to vote 
‘yes’ or ‘no’ on the proposal.” The Student 
Life report emphasizes that the results of 
the survey are too significant to be ignored. 
In light of this point, both Student Life and 
the administration agree that more informa- 
tion needs to be made available to 
students, @ 


Wired Campus 


ai | 


Le, 


Sees 


d He te 


Redeemer's*t 
leases” 


= * OEE 


1. Do you feel that you have been given 
adequate knowledge and time to under- 
stand what a wired campus will mean for 
you? 


Yes 143 No 108 


2. Do you have questions or concerns 
about the “wired campus?” 


Yes 177 No 73 


3. Based upon what you understand, do 
you view the idea of the “wired campus” 
as : 
a good way to maximize your learning 
and prepare for your future vocation? 


101 


a questionable way to learn and 
prepare for your future? 


108 


a poor way to learn and prepare for 
your future? 


22 
Other, please explain: 


20 


4. How much do you use a computer? 
a little bit (once every few days) 


109 


a moderate amount (once a day on 
average) 


93 
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the type of student who is drawn 
deemer, If we can clearly answer the 

question “Why do our students attend R« 
deemer College?” We will get a sense of 
thei 3 priorities and how they differ 
who attend other universities 
litutions. | asked that ques- 
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a lot (several times a day on average) 


48 


5. Concerning the issue of wiring the 
dorms, which statement best describes 
how you feel? 
(This question was not applicable for off 
campus students) 

I would like to have an outlet in my 


bedroom. 
141 


I only want outlets in a common area 
in the dorm. 


22 


I do not care where they put outlets. 


37 


I do not want outlets in my dorm. 


38 


6. Concerning the type of computer, 
which statement best describes your 
thought? 

I would like a lap top computer. 


89 


I would like a desk top computer. 


41 


I do not want a college computer 
because I have my own. 


114 


MR 


‘Many of our students come through a 
Christian education system and now want 
to apply the Reformed worldview to more 
advanced studies, choose Rex 
because it is the only ¢ 
liberal arts college in Canada besi 
College in Edmonton. Some stu 
heard about our professors 


Continued on Next Page 


Volume 15, Number 13 Page 5 


“\ 


Student Life Survey: Conclusion 


contd 
Wolters and David Benner, and look for- 
ward to their courses. 

The typical Redeemer student probably 
knows students who have attended 
McMastes or U of T and have sat in intro- 
duction psychology classes of 350 or more, 
Our students choose Redeemer because of 
the smaller class size and professor to stu- 
dent ratio. 

Redeemer also gives many an oppor- 
tunity to be involved in such things as ath- 
letics, theatre and Student Senate in a con- 
text where the competition is not as fierce. 
A student at Redeemer can be a “big fish” 
in a little pond. This does wonders for a 
young adult’s self-esteem. 

Mixed in with academic goals is the 
importance of a student's need for relation- 
ships. Reginald Bibby’s and Donald 
Posterski’s research of Canadian youth un- 
derscores this need as paramount. It appears 
our students would agree. They like the 
residential campus of Redeemer, compared 
to a commuter campus like Mohawk, and 


they also like the townhouse style family 
groups in contrast to the long hall ways in 
other campus residences. It’s in living to- 
gether that quality informal learning occurs. 
Around the middle of October, we are al- 
ways encouraged to hear new students re- 
fer to their dorm as “home.” This happens 
because freshmen have developed new 
friendships. And, of course, judging by the 
number of weddings each summer, many 
students find their future spouse here at 
Redeemer. 

Education and relationships often tie 
directly to 70% of our students who come 
from the Dutch culture and Reformed de- 
nominations. Parents and students from this 
background find comfort in knowing that 
there are other students who understand their 
culture and affirm their beliefs. 


If this sketch is nearly accurate, it tells 
me something of the kind of student we at- 
tract. This is as crucial to understand as it 
would be for a businessman to comprehend 
the demographics of a neighbourhood for a 
potential new store. A new book shop may 
be a wonderful idea in principle, but with- 
out taking time to understand the area’s cus- 
tomers’ age, education level, income and 


spending habits there could be problems. A 


prestigious little book/cafe may do very well 
at Younge and Bloor in Toronto, but be a 
disaster in Regent Park. 

In other words, every new idea or ven- 
ture must be “contextualized” so that it is 
suited for the people it is intending to serve. 
We need to place the wired campus in the 
Redeemer College context by looking at our 
customers’ priorities. We need to under- 
stand how well the “shoe fits” to avoid caus- 
ing blisters. 

Compared to Redeemer’s other selling 
points, Phase 2 of the wired campus has far 
less appeal to the majority of our students 
than we may have assumed. And for many 


students it is a defintiedeterrent. Regard- 
less of how other universities are embrac- 
ing technology, the wired campus does not 
seem to hold such attraction for roughly 
70% of our respondents. 

Redeemer’s academic culture has been 
founded upon the liberal arts. We are acol- 
lege with two, yes, only two computer sci- 
ence courses, Our Science wing remains 
the empties hallway on campus. Our stu- 
dents graduate and head into vocations in 
which few use computers much differently 
than how they did as students. If we had 
the foundation of a strong computer science 
major, we may have also attracted many 
more technically minded students. But that 
is hardly the case. I suspect that many Chris- 
tians would not consider Redeemer for com- 
puter science because they feel the techni- 


Kate Kaswell: Yesterday 


Dave Ellsworth has just produced and album for Michigan recording 
artist Kate Kaswell and it’s now on sale in Canada. Ellsworth, a third 
year Redeemer student, wrote and performed for the CD, which was | 
produced in Station ‘C’ studios in Grand Rapids. The album features a 
strong Christian perspective in a upbeat, pop rock style. Look for more 
of Kaswell and Ellsworth, as a summer tour begins soon. 
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cal aspects allow less room for controversy 
and stand less in need of wisdom from a 
Christian worldview (I beg to differ from 
this assumption). Nonetheless, most Chris- 
tian students who study computer science 
attend better equipped secular schools 
where it is cheaper. 

The culture which a Christian liberal 
arts program creates, along with the factors 
I mentioned in the composite sketch of a 
Redeemer student do not blend well with 
Phase 2 of the wired campus. The crucial 
selling points for Redeemer are located a 
fair distance away from a high tech cam- 
pus. We are certainly not a Christian ver- 
sion of MIT. While computers are appreci- 
ated, with the majority of students, high tech 
is low on their priorities. Only 48 of those 
surveyed said they use a computer a lot, 
several times a day on average. Students 
come here for Christian liberal arts, taught 
by quality professors in small classes, on a 
residential campus where they can easliy 
make friends and have ample opportunity 
to express their athletic, artistic or musical 
gifts. Others are attracted to Christian ser- 
vice, like Kids Club, leading Bible studies, 
repairing homes in Mississippi, or a church 
in Honduras. The hands-on expression of 
talents and service holds a great appeal for 
many students./ 

It appears from this survey that the 
majority of our students, while not being 
anti-technology, believe that the cost of 
Phase 2 poses a threat tho their education 
either financially, socially, or through a shift 
in pedagogy. 

The best way to serve our future stu- 
dents.is to listen carefully to the needs ex- 
pressed by our present students. In my 8 
years at Redeemer, I have never heard such 
passionate out-cry against something, only 
the collapse of the Brookview Trust com- 
pares to this as an issue that has directly af- 
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fected students to such a degree. Are we 
going to risk alienating many of our present 
students who have expressed deep reluc- 
tance about Phase 2 of the wired campus, 
in the belief that our unknown future stu- 
dents will embrace it? Are we willing to 
disregard the dire concerns of our future 
alumni? 

Asa Student Life staff, my job includes 
understanding and giving voice to the needs 
of our students. I believe it is essential to 
not only slow this process down, but to re- 
evaluate whether Phase 2 is a wise step to 
take. The following 3 suggestions could 
help us to act wisely when so much is at 
Stake: 

*Given the concerns expressed by our 
students, I propose that we have a referen- 
dum on Phase 2 of the wired campus next 
fall. Students would be given a clear ex- 
planation of what the costs would be for 
them if Redeemer should become a “lap- 
top university” and have opportunity to vote 
“yes” or “no” on the proposal. Not only 
would a referendum provide a clarified vi- 
sion for us as staff and faculty, it would also 
demonstrate to students that we care and will 
act on their collective voice. 

*We need more input from prospective 
students, which could be done through a 
survey this summer. 

*There is some good literature which 
needs to be studied. It is written about com- 
puters, but notfrom a pragmatic view point, 
ic asking the question “What can the wired 
campus do for us?” but rather, will help us 
to understand what the technology does fo 
us. 

Our calling as a Christian institution is 
to stand back and wisely evaluate the un- 
dercurrents of technology and not just ride 
on the surface. May we look to God for the 
strength and wisdom to-do this.@ 
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Akwardly Mobile Ready to Move 


By Tim Lyon 

As The Immigrants new album Awk- 
wardly Mobile spun in my CD player for 
the first time, I wondered if 1 had forgotten 
to switch from tuner to aux, function on my 
stereo; the sounds my speakers were emit- 
ting sounded akin to CBC’s late-night show 
Brave New Waves, not a Celtic Pop-Rock 
album, 

The new texture had me momentarily 
fooled, but the undulating, underwater 
sounds smoothly led into the driving beat 
and lilting lyrics of the first track: 
“Bumbling Steady.” 

Although astonished at first, I was 
quickly drawn in to the warm, anxious vo- 
cals. The celtic influence was not immedi- 
ately apparent, and my purist sensibilities 
at first had me worried, but I soon heard 
some brave new waves of celtic current 
emerging. Paul Hogeterp accompanies the 
vocals with his electric violin, and there are 
still some fiddle solos too. 

A new noise accompanies every new 
track...some interesting intros and entranc- 
ing endings. Stull, a folk based lyric style-- 
storytale fashion--draws the listener into 
every song. Lyrics such as “made a mistake 
/ now don’t make two,” in the song 
“Awaken,” echo the poignancy of the line 
“I do believe his whisky has gone sour” in 
/n Between Before And After’s “Whisky 
Sour.” 

The Immigrants vocals sound some- 
thing like the Counting Crows’ in richness 
and intonation--Peter Zantingh’s lead is 
folksy and convincing. The Immigrants’ 
playfulness and attention to harmony takes 
Pop-Rock vocals to anew level, Tight drum- 
ming by guest Paul Brennan (Odds), and 
Fred Geus’ (for the most part) simple bass- 
lines contribute to the overall “rock” feel of 

Awkwardly Mobile. 


Funky rhythms, pauses, mini-solos and 
choral harmonies decorate the album. The 
ornate arrangement sets this album apart 
from the average “alternative” album; it will 
satisfy many a Pop-Rock fan and appeal to 
ecclectic music fans too. 

The last three tracks perhaps best dem- 
onstrate the ecclectic musical theme. “Call- 
ing” drags the listener in with a knock-out 
harmony of bass and keyboards, Paul 
Hogeterp’s violin work accentuates the cho- 


rus and a brief guitar bridge (van 
Hartingsveldt and Zantingh) adds a unique 
diversion before the seductive lyrics begin. 
“Speed It Up” has an 80s sound to it due to 
the whizzardry of guest Todd Lumley (The 
Waltons) on keyboards. The album con- 
cludes with the upbeat song “Be There” that 
hearkens back to /n Between Before And 
After. 

Do not miss seeing The Immigrants in 
concert. Awkwardly Mobile takes pop-rock 


to a new level, the album is overall quite 
danceable and a refreshing listen. Hey, its 
availiable in shops now. So, git down and 
buy one, coz this review is but a (poor) fore- 
taste! 
Prom 
Lyon 
NB prices are very reasonable at the 
Redeemer College Bookstore: both Immi- 
grants albums are $15:99 each at the 
moment. @ 


“Generation”: An Image Against 
Ignorance 


By Jane Hogeterp 

Sometimes a work of art strikes you at 
the very core of your soul with its beauty 
and the impact of its message. The work in 


Alison DeVries’ art show, “Generation,” 
which opened on March 27, 1998 was this 
type of art. The pieces in her exhibit com- 
bined bold colours and diverse materials to 
make one powerful statement about the de- 
clining state of justice and the environment 
in our world. 

In her artist's statement, Alison claimed 
that one of her inspirations behind “Gen- 
eration” was her dismay at the Quebec Pro- 
vincial Government's James Bay Hydro- 
Electric project, which was embarked upon 
to increase the amount of hydro-electric 
power that the province could produce and 
thus export. The James Bay Project entailed 
the flooding of thousands of hectares of 
land, which destroyed much land and wild- 
life, and pushed many Native people of 
northern Quebec out of their homes. The 
flooding also destroyed many hunting pat- 
terns which the Native people had relied 
upon for their livelihood, Alison asserted 
that this unjust treatment of both the land 
and the Native people is a reflection of the 
hundreds of years of mistreatment at the 


hands of various levels of Canadian goy- 
ernment. She strongly believes that people 
must shed their ignorance on this heart- 
breaking issue. 

Alison displayed the slaying of the land 
and its people through a series of seven 
paintings. The first four paintings showed 
a healthy tree (shaped much like a human 
being) in its stages of growth from a sap- 
ling to a strong, full-grown tree surrounded 
by a forest of other strong trees; Alison con- 
veyed the vitality of the strong tree with 
bold, vibrant colours, strong brush-strokes, 
and the backdrop of a bright blue shy. The 
following two paintings showed the tree 
wilting and dying, and the last painting 
showed a person hunched on the ground in 
a state of weakness and death; these last 
three paintings were united with colours of 
death, like black and brown, and the back- 
drop of a dark, stormy sky. The series 
served as a very striking image, with its arc- 
like display of the path from life to cruel 
death, 

The series was surrounded by dead 
stumps of wood and a wind chime, hung 
parallel to the series of paintings, which 
Alison made out of dead branches. At the 
beginning of the series, where the tree was 
vibrant, the sticks of the wind chime were 


hung very close together so that they could 
clack together, giving the illusion of a strong 
tree with abundant branches that move to- 
gether. At the end of the series where the 
tree was dying, the sticks of the wind chime 
were hung farther apart so that they made 
no sound at all when moved; this reflected 
the frailty and barrenness of the dead tree. 
All of these art pieces together provided a 
harmonious and striking statement that in- 
grained itself in the minds of those who had 


the pleasure of witnessing it. 

Alison’s method in “Generation” was 
very successful for what she strove to 
achieve, the image of her show will set it- 
self in the minds of people so that they can- 
not ignore the suffering that occurs in our 
nation, She has shown us that God can work 
through both the beauty and visual power 
of art to work in the hearts of people and 
end their complacency. @ 
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Sample Exam Questions Redeemer 
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Profs Always Wanted To Use. 


Dr. Van Dyke: 


Describe the history of the 
papacy from its origins to the 
present day, concentrating on 
its social, political, economic, 
religious, and philosophical 
impact on Europe, America, 
Asia, and Africa. Be brief and 
concise, yet specific. 


Dr. Vander Meulen 


Derive the Cauchy-Euler equa- 
tions using only a straightedge 
and compass. Discuss in detail 
the role these equations had on 
mathematical analysis in Eu- 
rope during the 1800s. 


Dr. van Dijk: 


You will be placed in a nuclear 
reactor and given a partial copy 
of the electrical layout. The 
electrical system has been 
tampered with. You have 
seventeen minutes to find the 
problem and correct it before 
the reactor melts down. 


Sketch the development of 
human thought and estimate 
its signficance. Compare with 
the development of any other 
kind of thought. 


Dr. Bert 


Write a full piano concerto. 
Orchestrate and perform it with 
a clarinet and drum. You will 
find a piano under your seat. 


Dr. Chiang 


You will be provided with a 
rusty razor blade, a piece of 
gauze, and a bottle of Scotch. 
Remove your appendix. Don't 


The all new “Top 10 Things to do 


on an Exam that you Know you | 


are Going to Fail Anyway.’ 


1. 

15 minutes into the final, stand up, 
rip your exam, throw it into the air and 
yell out “Merry Christmas!” Ask for an- 
other copy of the exam. Say you lost the 
first one. 


2. 

Bring notes from a completely dif- 
ferent class to the exam (for example, 
trigonometry notes to a history exam). 
Staple them to the exam with the com- 
ment, “answers on attached appendix.” 


3. 

Come into the exam wearing a black 
cloak. After about 30 minutes, put on a 
white mask and start yelling, “I’m here, 
the phantom of the opera.” 


4. 

As soon as the instructor hands you 
the exam, promptly eat it and ask if you 
can go to the washroom. 


5, 

Walk into the exam, sit down. About 
five minutes into it, suddenly say, “I don’t 
understand any of this and I’ve been to 
every lecture. What’s the deal.” If the 
instructor begins to approach you, yell 
out, “Hey, wait a minute, who are you? 
Where’s the regular guy?” 


6. 

Bring a black marker. Hand in the | 
exam with all the questions and answers 
completely blacked out. 


7. 

Bring a brick with you to the exam. 
When the instructor begins to hand out 
the exam explain that you’ re not just an- 
other brick in the wall. Tell the instruc- 
tor to leave the kids alone. 


8. 

Come into the final with a huge wad 
of Monopoly money. As the exam be- 
gins, start to count it into different piles. 
Point at your exam and the money and 
wink repeatedly at the instructor. 


9. 

Turn in the exam 15 minutes after it 
was handed out. As you walk out, start 
to comment on how easy it was. Stop 
and attempt to help other students with 
their answers. 


10. 

Just as the exam starts, blurt out that 
you are going to be sick. Throw up onto | 
the exam, hand it in and apologize for 
eating too much pizza and wings. 
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suture until your work has been 
inspected. You have 15 min- 
utes. 


Given one eight-count box of 
crayons and three sheets of 
notebook paper, recreate the 
ceiling of the Sistine Chapel. 
Skin tones should be true to 
life. 


Dr. Koyzis 


There is a red telephone on the 
desk beside you. Start a major 
world war. Report at length on 
resulting socio-political effects if 
any. 


¥ 


Quotations | 


Oh, | didn’t know that was there! 
(Jimmy meer, after r ning\ 

Breath is usually a good indicator 

of life. . rs. nai 
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about the wired campus for the CLO 


but! haveto make it funny, 


Dr. Koyzis: It’s funny enough, 
isn’t it, ia ale 
Classics 


_ Row, row, Tow your boat gently 
down the stream. Ha, ha, fooled you. 
I'ma submarine.” 


--Dr. Be 


[’ma tuber, and that’s what tubers do. 


--Shawn Stovell 
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